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Prosumer Inspiration Event 

10 provocations for 
mainstreaming 
prosumerism towards 2050
Tessa de Geus, Dutch Research Institute for 
Transitions (DRIFT)
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Prosumerism is here..

And how will we get there?

What can the future look like? 

Image: Aardehuis Olst, Metabolic 2017
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Researchers, lead the way to 2050!

GIF: https://giphy.com/gifs/wizard-of-oz-13eay0HFG25jy0

Or not?
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Sure:

• Roadmaps and visions can help to …

– Think beyond ‘business as usual’: long-term and 
creatively 

– Set ambitious targets     

– Develop new collaborations 
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What’s the problem?

The ‘best way’ to 
mainstream 
prosumerism
towards 2050 
does not exist. 

Image: https://unsplash.com/photos/8QgQnUhYs7w/info



Prosumers for the Energy Union | www.proseu.eu

The future is 
uncertain 
(remember 
your holiday 
plans for 2020?) 

Image: https://unsplash.com/photos/akvIvA4ZEeg
Prosumer Inspiration Event 
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We’re notoriously bad at predicting the future

Image: https://www.delta.tudelft.nl/article/postcards-future-0

https://www.delta.tudelft.nl/article/postcards-future-0
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Different people prefer different 
futures



Prosumers for the Energy Union | www.proseu.eu

9

Roadmaps:

How it’s goingHow it started

Images: https://unsplash.com/photos/K_VeavYEfdA and 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wooden_file_cabinet.JPG

https://unsplash.com/photos/K_VeavYEfdA
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 We need to discuss, and make explicit, how 
we prioritise values in our policies and 
institutions, before a roadmap makes sense

04 February 2021 Prosumer Inspiration Event 

What then? 
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Understanding 
value conflicts 
provides a map 
to guide us 
through rocky 
terrain…

Image: Lankelly Chase System changers

Prioritising values
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Underlying tensions
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http://www.proseu.eu/recommendations
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• Have the conversation: workshops, 
interviews, watercooler conversation

• Understand and be explicit about value 
trade-offs in policy and research 

• Visit proseu.eu/provocations to see the 
roadmaps and our blogs

19

Call to action 
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“Democratize the future” by knowing what choices 
and trade-offs there are for mainstreaming 
prosumerism

20

Vision of the future

GIF: https://thetimefox.tumblr.com/post/129459309464/when-you-finally-get-a-tumblr-theme-that-works-
and
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