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Broadly characterise collective RES
prosumers in the EU by looking at 9 Member
States across 6 groups of variables.
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PROSEU survey objectives
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A collective RES prosumer or RES prosumer initiative in
the PROSEU study is a collective energy actor that produces
energy from renewable sources with the primary objective of
providing in its own energy needs and/or those of its
members, and in some cases selling excess energy to clients,
thereby actively participating in the energy markets.
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PROSEU survey objectives
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PROSEU survey objectives

● Basic demographics
● Use of RES technologies
● Financing strategies
● Governance modes
● Primary motivations
● Perception of facilitating and hindering factors
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● Multiple case-study using a self-administered
online questionnaire in 8 languages

● Personalised approach
● 32 questions ~30 minutes duration
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Survey methodology
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● Contacted a stratifed sample of 1,000 diferent
collective RES prosumers

● 198 responses = 21.8% response rate
● Data analysed quantitatively and qualitatively,

identifying broad comparative trends
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Survey methodology
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            SURVEY RESULTS
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Legal forms distribution
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Country distribution
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Country vs legal forms
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Starting date

>> 78% of initiatives started after 2010.
>> The year they start production is mostly the same year or one
year after.
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Scale of operation
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Energy needs addressed
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Choice of technology



Prosumers for the Energy Union | www.proseu.eu

15

Additional services ofered
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Staf demographics
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Staf demographics
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Staf demographics
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Staf demographics
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How are major decisions taken
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Level of staf involvement
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Number of members /  clients

● 22% of initiatives have no members.

● 55% of the initiatives that do have members
have < 100 members

● 33% of cooperatives answered that they have
no clients (beyond members)

● 65% of those that have clients have < 100 clients
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Inclusiveness of the initiative
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Networking characteristics
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Financing: sources
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Financing: capital borrowed

Note: Two-thirds of initiatives own their RES equipment
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Main reasons for starting the initiative

● Tackling the climate change problem. 
● Be part of the clean and low carbon transition. 
● Decentralise energy production. 
● Create a sense of community. 
● Take advantage of new RES technologies. 
● Reduce energy costs.
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Main facilitating factors

● Knowledge of renewable energy technologies. 
● Access to fnance, subsidies or grants.
● Collaborating and networking with others.
● Renewable energy technology options available.
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Main hindering factors

● Public policies and legislation for renewable
energy initiatives.

● Energy infrastructures (e.g. grid, meter,). 
● Access to fnance, subsidies or grants. 
● Knowledge of policies and legislation in RES

production.
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Main threats

● The current, uncertain legislative setting. 
● The risk of working as/with volunteers and the urgent

need to professionalise operations.
● The two faces of EU states: on paper promoting

prosumerism, but in practice failing to facilitate its
implementation. 

● The continuing lack of awareness of citizens about the
dangers of climate change and the need for an energy
transition.
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Main threats

● The fair distribution of costs and benefts (in particular
when exploiting common goods—wind, water, sun, land).

● The slow progress in terms of the energy IT infrastructure.
● A persisting strong lobby by the conventional energy

sector (e.g. in France this lobby is strangling wind energy
projects).
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Some opportunities

● Creating synergies between RES prosumerism and other
climate/zero carbon friendly activities (e.g. complementing
prosumerism with energy efciency measures or awareness
raising).

● Utilising the roofs of buildings in the public sector for solar PV
production.

● The ability for RES prosumers to also become energy suppliers.
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Some conclusions

● Most collective initiatives have a strong community inspiration
and proft-making is not on the agenda.

● Development of prosumerism is currently hindered by the laws
and policies in place: source of uncertainty.

● Many struggle with the bureaucracies, lack of (qualifed) staf,
legal, and other restrictions (access to fnance and land).

● But they also show how creative they can get to survive!
● Most ofer or wish to ofer additional services, in particular

energy efciency advice, but also awareness raising. Storage is
on the rise, as is EV sharing.



This project received funding from the EU’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N°764056.
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Thanks for your attention!
Any questions?

For more information:
info@proseu.eu | www.proseu.eu 

mailto:info@proseu.eu
http://www.proseu.eu/
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